82                                 France is Divided
the inviolable sanctity of a promise given was greater than any
personal ambition, did little to lessen the blame and reproach of
such an, attitude, which the Americans have deeply resented since
this unfortunate and ominous incident.
In French home affairs, there is no better example of  this
breach of contract attitude being adopted as a last resort than
the history of the Popular Front.   The same Daladier who swore
an oath against Fascism in the deceptive exuberance of July 14,
1935, had already begun to undermine the Government of Leon
Blum by July 14, 1936.   He was impelled by ambition and upheld
by all the reactionary elements of the Radical-Socialist Party in
his furtive efforts to exploit craftily the disappointment felt among
the leaders of the party that the post of Prime Minister had to
be given to  a rival party.    He did  not cease his back-stage
intrigues in the Chamber until he got to the top, after a short
interlude during which Camille Chautemps wasJn power,because
he had shouted so loudly about it being " his turn " that he had
to be allowed to hold office  for a  few  months.    He openly
broke  his  solemn promise that  he would not overthrow the
coalitions against the express wish of the people and would never
rely on Right Wing support without first consulting the country.
Camille Chautemps, moreover, in his capacity of Deputy Prime
Minister, had many times given the same promise.    The same
masses who had joyously brought to power their idol Leon Blum,
and had had implicit faith in Daladier, were no longer roused to
indignation but .submitted, to the slow yet continuous trend to-
wards^ Fascism, incapable of even an instinctive reaction. When,
however, this instinct nevertheless urged  them to take action
on November 30,   1938.   it was too late, and Daladier  was
able to quell the  " revolt" more easily than  on February 6,
1934.,
This policy of breach of contract had paralysed the people's
normally healthy reactions and smothered all instinct for revolt.
They;were plunged into a state of complete prostration; their
position being rather that of a passive audience watching the
fierce internal struggles between the leaders of the different
parties, all of which in turn had deceived and disillusioned them.
They were not to awake from this cataleptic state until after the
complete collapse of the yhole system, only then to realise after
a period of frenzied bewilderment and agonised inactivity, the
depths to which they had -fallen and the dreadful abyss into
which they had allowed themselves to sink.